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Annex C 
Summary of Key points about the FftF Sustainability Policy

What it is
· A set of guiding principles for sustainability for FftF members
· A statement of commitment to continual improvement
· A hub for resources and support 
· A basis for futureproofing our sector 
What it’s not
· Another audit
· A threshold or pass/fail assessment
· Greenwashing
What signing the pledge means for you
· Signing the pledge means a clear and transparent commitment to sustainability
· Making a commitment to ongoing improvement in your practices
· Improved credibility in your sustainability claims and stronger marketing messages
· Opportunities to be part of developing best practice for our sector 
What the Policy means for FftF
· Demonstrates a collective commitment to sustainability
· Improves trust in the cut flower farms that FftF represents
· Provides the basis to make our sustainability leadership claims credible
· Development of a sound evidence base to influence policy makers
· A membership unified around clear sustainability goals
What is the Timetable?
· Feedback opportunity until mid February 2026
· Strategy voted on by membership in March 2026

Next Steps
· Co Creation of Membership Guidance - beginning with a member wide survey and regional focus groups
· CPD Pathway design
How will this be practically implemented?

We are working on a way in which you will be able to read and sign the pledge as part of your member’s profile on the website. Once this is up and running, we will encourage members to sign as soon as possible. Each year, as part of your annual renewal process, you will be asked to acknowledge your commitment to the sustainability pledge.

Will this lead to a formal standard or accreditation?
One of the most interesting parts of our work has been the realisation that there is a clear lack of comprehensive and evidence-based best practice guidance for mixed crop flower farming and the florist-grower business model. We believe this offers us an opportunity to be proactive, initially by co-creating guidance from the wealth of experience in our membership and secondly to be involved in academic research on standards and accreditation.
As part of our research and development phase we have been in close contact with Professors David Bek and Jill Timms of the Sustainable Flowers Research Project who have been developing an independent Floriculture Agroecology Assessment Framework (FAAF). In collaboration with Flower Growers Collective they received a grant from the DEFRA innovation fund and have developed a pilot version of the FAAF which has been trialled during 2025. It is proposed that  FftF be involved in the next phase of development during 2026. It is intended that the FAAF will be a recognisable accreditation with academic and market credibility and will be housed independently by The Centre for Agroecology at the University of Coventry as a not-for-profit enterprise. It is due to be fully rolled out in 2027. Before then FftF will be closely involved in the next stage of development and there will be some opportunities for members to be involved. 
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